
Senior College Planning



My College List
• As a SENIOR you already have your College List 

completed.
• Here’s what it MIGHT look like:

Stretch Target Safety
SUNY-Cornell ILR Babson College Florida Atlantic University
University of Florida Bentley University Florida International University
University of Miami University of South Florida Clarkson University
Florida State University Elon University (Love) Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University
Northeastern University Fordham University Florida Gulf Coast University
University of North Carolina-Kenon-Flagler Drexel University (LeBow)
Wake Forest University Indiana University-Bloomington (Kelly)
Washington University-St. Louis Boston University
Boston College University of Texas-Austin
University of Richmond University of Maryland
George Washington University Syracuse University (Whitman)
Lehigh University
University of Michigan
CUNY-Baruch College
University of Central Florida

College List for JOAN  SMITH



What’s a Target, Stretch and Safety?

• Take a Look at YOU first
What is your GPA and best SAT or ACT score?  
These are your STATS

• A TARGET school has STATS that are equal to 
yours example:   Your GPA is:  3.5

Your SAT score is: 1900 or
ACT score is: 26

Your TARGET school has accepted most of last 
year’s Freshman Class in that range



Narrowing Down The Choices

• That original list should be narrowed down 
to 6-8 colleges across your Stretch, Target, 
and Safety schools.

• This is your FINAL LIST!

• Next job is to get their applications and find 
out how much work is ahead of you to 
complete them by their due date.



Who Has The Real Facts?

Your School’s

Guidance Department

is a Great RESOURCE



www.collegeboard.com



www.actstudent.org



TO APPLY TO ANY FLORIDA SCHOOL GO TO: WWW.FACTS.ORG
• CLICK ON TAB: HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS 

http://WWW.FACTS.ORG


Standardized Testing-Can I Still Take an 
SAT or ACT to Submit To Colleges?



What should I know 
about preparing my 

Application?
• Prepare materials on paper in advance
• Apply online when the college insists
• Double check everything before you send
• Make sure you’ve paid your fees
• Save a copy
• Follow up that everything has been 

received



THE CHECKLIST FOR APPLYING TO COLLEGE

• While each phase of the college admissions process is important, nothing is more important than actually completing the 
applications. Done correctly, you provide colleges with information and essays that help them know you as a unique 
student and person, different from other applicants.

• Here are the steps to complete an individual undergraduate admissions application:
• 1. Determine which school you want to apply to and whether it uses its own application, the Common Application or the UCA.
• 2. Through the college’s admission website or the Common Application Requirements Grid, find out what and when forms 

must be completed 
– Determine if the school has a Supplemental Form that must be completed and by what date

• 3. Complete all the forms for which you are responsible 
• 4. Download and fill out your section for other required forms, complete your part (that’s the top of the form) and 

distribute them to appropriate recommenders
• 5. Identify the essay questions
• 6. Decide on a focus for your application and topics for the essay questions
• 7. Write, edit and upload essays onto online application, after we have reviewed. 
• 8. Gather any supplemental materials (e.g., activities resume, art portfolio, etc.)
• 9. Print and then send all application materials online after we have checked the hardcopy by the due date AND PAY THE 

FEES, please.
• 10. Contact College Board to send transcript of SAT or Subject 
• Test scores to college and/or contact ACT to have ACT transcript sent to college
• 11. Have your high school and other academic transcripts sent to the college-including any dual enrollment transcripts.
• 12. If available, make arrangements for an admissions interview Two weeks after all application materials have been sent, 

check with the college to make sure all your materials have been received
• 13. Make sure Mid-year Report is sent to the college after first semester grades come out and don’t forget the Final Transcript

is needed to secure your spot in their Freshman Class.
• 14. Decide on which college you will attend and notify them of your desire to accept.  Notify your other colleges of your decline 

decisions so that other students who may be on the wait list might get in.
• 15. Secure your dorm-having a place to sleep is important. Pay any fees that are associated with securing your Freshman seat.

http://admissionpossible.com/implementing-the-app-process/writing-essays/
http://admissionpossible.com/implementing-the-app-process/admissions-interviews/


Applications

• SUS Undergraduate Admission 
Application

• PB State College (formerly known as 
PBCC)

• The Common Application

https://www.commonapp.org/CommonApp/Default.aspx


Parts of the Application
• Personal Information

• Essays in Response to the Prompts

• Recommendations

• Resume or List of Activities

• Test Scores



Grammar Offenses That Make Teachers Go Mad

Grammar errors are inevitable, of course. No College Essay will ever boast a pure linguistic 
track record, but that doesn’t mean students shouldn’t try their best to pump out the most clear, 
concise papers possible. But the following do seem to crop up most frequently in academic 
pieces,  sending some of the more high-strung teachers and admissions representatives out 
there into a nasty little series of eye-twitches.

• They’re/their/there
• Its/it’s
• Missing apostrophes, quotation marks and/or commas
• Tense disagreement
• They’re/their/there
• Improper use of the semicolon
• You’re/your
• Sentence fragments
• Orphaned "this" and "it"
• Run-on sentences

http://www.bestcollegesonline.com/


Keeping It Organized!



Name of College Type of Application Deadline Date Filed

Florida State 
University

On-line through FACTs.org September 15, 2010 Sent Application                      __________
Sent Transcript                         __________
Sent Score Reports                  __________
Recommendations Sent         __________

University of Florida On-line through FACTs.org September 15, 2010 Sent Application                      __________
Sent Transcript                         __________
Sent Score Reports                  __________
Recommendations Sent         __________

University of Central 
Florida

On-line through FACTs.org September 15, 2010 Sent Application                      __________
Sent Transcript                         __________
Sent Score Reports                  __________ 
Recommendations Sent         __________

University of South 
Florida

On-line through FACTs.org September 15, 2010 Sent Application                      __________
Sent Transcript                         __________
Sent Score Reports                  __________   
Recommendations Sent         __________

Elon University School’s Application
Is Available online but 

would send 
snail mail

Regular Decision - Jan 
10

Early Decision - Nov 1
Early Action - Nov 10
Rolling Admissions

Sent Application                      __________
Sent Transcript                         __________
Sent Score Reports                   _________                
Recommendations Sent         __________

Student:  Jan Smith
Calendar For Application Filing

*Make Sure You Check Their Websites For Any Changes To Their Admission’s Calendar



High School Recommendation 
Packet
Student Informational Sheets

• These Informational Sheets become the foundation for your Teacher Recommendations and Counselor 
Recommendations. Please make sure you complete all sections thoroughly and that you choose your peer 
recommendation writers wisely. You may attach extra paper if needed.

• Please allow at least three weeks for your teacher or counselor to write a letter of recommendation for you.  Ask for 
letters from teachers who know you well and can speak to your academic ability.  Counselors will write letters that 
address your character.  Coaches, religious leaders and work/volunteer supervisors are also good candidates for 
recommendations. (These recommendations could be given to your guidance counselor to add to their 
recommendation)

• Teachers will mail letters or attach their letters to the common application and send them to your schools.  If they 
are to be mailed, you will supply a large yellow stamped envelope with a “due date” post-it attached for every 
college.

• Counselors will include letters with college application packets and submit them directly to colleges.  If mailed, you 
will supply a large yellow stamped envelope with a “due date” post-it attached for every college.

Letter of recommendation checklist:
_____Complete the Student Self-Evaluation
_____Provide a stamped, addressed envelope (for teacher and counselors letters, to be mailed only)
_____A resume’ is helpful
_____Submit these materials to your teachers/counselor 
_____Plan ahead!  Allow at least three weeks processing time

Student Informational Sheets Peer Recommendation Form Parent Questionnaire & Descriptive Statement



Transcript Request Form

• Transcript Request Forms are kept at the 
Front Office or in Guidance

• Return the completed forms to 
the Registrar

• Fees are usually:
– $1 for State Electronically
– $3 for Out-of-State
– Scholarships Transcript is Free



Don’t Forget To Send Your Score Reports
From Collegeboard or ACT to 

each of your Colleges



BRIGHT FUTURES



The Trilogy of Financial Aid
sign up: FAFSA.ed.gov ---now for your PIN



Where’s The Money?

• Your School will have it’s own
Scholarship List.  Make sure you
Listen to Announcements Daily!
Get a NEW LIST every month from school!
Here are some “free and scam proof sites”:
In Florida:
• http://www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org/ssfad/bf/ The Office of Student Financial Assistance (OSFA) 

State Programs, within the Florida Department of 
Education: http://www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org/ssfad/home/uamain.htm

• Nationally

http://www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org/SSFAD/home/ProgramsOffered.htm
http://www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org/SSFAD/home/ProgramsOffered.htm


Read and Listen
Lots of Information for Seniors

• Your School’s Newsletter

• INSIDE TRACK TO COLLEGE 
NEWSLETTER

• 2011College Guide

http://www.usnews.com/


In Closing…
• Please Watch Your Deadlines
• Please Follow up on things you’ve sent
• Please Remember to THANK those who 

have written for you
• And please remember that there are 

over 3,800 colleges in the country,
There’s a place for you.  



Acceptance Letter
•Lock in Your Dorm-pay the fee to hold your space
•Decline From Your Other Schools So That Students On Their Wait List Can Enter
•Send A Final Transcript 

•DO NOT CATCH SENIORITIS!!! 
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